
Placing Runners…   
 
 
Does he score? One of the challenges umpires face is properly placing the 
runners when an award is  
made. There are four general scenarios where bases are awarded: 8alls that 
go into dead-ball territory,  
obstruction, spectator interference and offensive interference. The latter has 
multiple forms and placing runners differs based on the type of interference. 
 
The rules do not specify the exact number of bases to be awarded for 
spectator interference and  
obstruction. The umpire must make an award based on his judgment of the 
base the runner(s) would  
have reached had no obstruction or interference occurred. Except where 
noted, the material applies  
equally to NFHS, NCAA and pro rules.  
 
The award of bases to a runner can be more difficult than it appears. Umpiring 
partners have been known  
to disagree. Another undesirable occurrence at the amateur levels is when one 
umpire does not agree  
with what his partner is doing and remains silent. In order to properly award 
bases, the umpire must know both the number of bases to be awarded by rule, 
the base from which the award is made and in some cases, where the runners 
where at the time the throw or interference occurred.  
 
Balls out of play. When a thrown ball goes over a fence or into the stands or 
other dead ball area, runners, including the batter-runner are awarded two 
bases. The base from which the award is made can be either the time of the 
pitch or the time of the throw which is when the ball is released by the fielder.  
 
In most cases the award will be made from the time of pitch. That is done if 
the throw is the first play by an infielder unless all runners, including the 
batter-runner, had advanced at least one base at the time of the throw. 
Otherwise, the award is from the position of the runners at the time of the 
throw (NFHS 8-3-5, NCAA 8-3k, pro 7.05g).  



 
     Play 1: B1 hits a grounder to F5 and the ball is muffed. His throw, which 
takes place (a) before, or (b) after B1 has crossed first base, is over F3's head 
and into dead ball territory. Ruling 1: In (a), B1 is  
awarded second; two bases from the time of the pitch. In (b), since B1 was 
past first base when throw  
was made, he is awarded third base; two bases from the time of the throw.  
 
     Play 2: R1 on first is stealing on the pitch. B1 hits to F1, who boots the ball. 
He recovers and over throws to first after R1 has reached second base. The 
ball goes into dead-ball territory. At the time of the throw B1 had (a) reached, 
or (b) not reached first base. Ruling 2: In (a), all runners had advanced at 
least one base at the time of the throw, thus the two-base award is from the 
bases occupied at the time of the throw. 81 is awarded third and R1 scores. In 
(b), although R1 was past second base when throw was made, B1 had not 
advanced at least one base. The awards are from the time of the pitch. B1 is 
awarded second and R1 is awarded third base. For all throws by outfielders 
and second or subsequent plays by infielders, the award is from the position of 
the runners at the time of the throw  
 
     Play 3: With a runner on first, B1 grounds sharply to F4, who throws to F6 
covering second, but not in time to get R1. F6 throws to first after B1 has 
crossed first base and the ball goes into the dugout. Ruling- 3: F6's throw was 
the second play by an infielder. R1 scores and because B1 was past first base 
when throw was made, he is awarded third base.        
 
     Play 4: With a runner on first, B1 hits the ball out in front of the plate. F2's 
throw to second is wild .. F4  
retrieves the ball and hastily fires to F3. The rushed throw goes into the 
stands. Ruling 4: F4's throw was  
the second play by an infielder. R1 scores and B1 is awarded second. The 
award is from the time the ball  
 left F4's hand.  
 
         Play 5: R1 is running on the pitch. B1 hits a line drive to F8 who makes 
the catch and fires the ball back  to first The throw is wild and goes into the 
dugout. Ruling 5: This is a throw by an outfielder. R1 is  awarded third, two 
bases from the last base he legally occupied at the time of the throw. The 
runner is  required to retouch first even though the ball is dead.  
 



The pitcher may have the status of either a pitcher or an infielder. If he is on 
the rubber, he is a pitcher  and any award for an overthrow is one base. A 
throw from off the rubber is treated as an infielder's throw  
(NFHS 8-3-3d; NCAA 8-3k; pro 7.05g, h).  
 
         Play 6: From the set position, F1 attempts to pick-off R1 by (a) first 
stepping rearward off the rubber with  
his pivot foot, or (b) directly stepping toward first with his non-pivot foot. The 
errant throw gets by F3 and  
bounces into the stands. Ruling 6: In (a), since he stepped off the rubber 
before throwing wildly, F1  
became an infielder. R1 gets a two base award to third. In (b), F1's throw was 
that of a pitcher, R1 is  
awarded second - one base award.  
 
Lodged ball A thrown ball that lodges in a defensive player's uniform or an 
umpire's uniform or  
equipment is also a two base award - the ball is immediately dead (NFHS 
8-3-3c, NCAA 8-303, pro  
interp.).  
 
If a runner cannot be awarded two bases because of a preceding runner, the 
award is only one base           (NFHS 8-3-3c3, NCAA interp, pro 7.05g Cmt).  
 
         Play 7: With a runner on first, B1 lifts a high fly to right field. R1 
advances halfway to second waiting to  
see if the ball is caught as B1 pulls up behind him. The ball falls in and F9 fires 
back to first. The throw  
goes into the dugout. Ruling 7: Both runners had touched first at the time F9 
released the throw;  
however, only one runner can be awarded two bases. Place the runners at 
second and third.  
 
         Play 8: With a runner on second, B11ifts a high fly to center field. R2 
plays halfway while B1 advances  
toward second. The ball falls in and F8 fires to third. The throw goes into the 
dugout. Before the throw  
was released, B1 was past second. Ruling 8: Both runners had touched second 
at the time F8 released  
the throw so they both score. Awarding two bases to each runner would not 



result in two runners  
occupying the same base.  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