
MSOA Appeals and Awards

 Wild Throws 

If a thrown ball goes out of play on the 1st play by an infielder, runners are awarded two bases 
from the last base legally occupied at the time of the pitch. *Exception-If all runners including 
the batter/runner have advanced one base at the time the throw is made, then the two bases are 
awarded from the time of the throw. 

If the throw is not the first play by an infielder, or if it is from an outfielder, then runners are 
awarded two bases from the time of the throw[1] 

If a pitched ball goes out of play, runners are awarded one base.  Also, if a pitcher throws to a 
base while in contact with the rubber, and the throw goes out of play, then runners are awarded 
one base.

 Appeals

 If a runner leaves a base before a fly ball is caught, or if a runner misses touching a base and 
continues past the base, the defense may appeal to the umpire.  In high school baseball, an appeal 
can be made either when the ball is live, or when the ball is dead:

 Live Ball-For the defense to appeal while the ball is in play, a defensive player must either touch 
the base in question while in possession of the ball, or tag the runner.  In either case, this must be 
done before the runner returns to that base.

 Dead ball-If the ball is dead, any defensive player or coach may verbally appeal to the umpire.  
In this situation, the umpire must give the runner a chance to return to the base before allowing 
the appeal.   If the runner gives no indication that he intends to return, then allow the appeal.

When can an appeal not be made?

The defense may not appeal once the play in question has ended and any other play or attempted 
play occurs.  It is important, however, to understand that as long as the play or attempted play 
occurs as part of a continuous series of events, then an appeal can still be made.

Example: Runner on first, no outs.  Batter gets a base hit but misses 1st base.  The batter/runner 
continues on to second base and is safe at second.  The runner from 1st base rounds third and is 
thrown out at the plate.  The defense may still appeal that the batter/runner missed first base 
because the play that followed the missed base occurred as part of the continuous series of 
events.  

[1] Time of the throw is defined as the moment that the ball leaves the fielder’s hand.


